DISEASE   AND   ART

Leonardo da Vinci's anatomical drawings come to mind at once
but he was not alone. The many illustrators known and unknown
have in all probability contributed infinitely more to medical sci-
ence than we commonly assume. A period like the Renaissance
was not an age of specialism. The structure of the human body
appeared as a new field that had to be conquered. The medical
man had more book knowledge than the artist, to be sure, but
what mattered then was what Leonardo called saper vedere, and
the artist sometimes may have seen more than the physicians did.
Vesalius is inconceivable without his artist, van Kalkar, Their
names will always be linked together, and even in later centuries
we hear over and over again how dependent the medical scientist
was on his artists, from Haller and his illustrators to Howard Kelly
and Max Broedel who at the Johns Hopkins University founded a
flourishing school which for half a century supplied the United
States with medical illustrators.

Anatomy, more than any other field of medical science, was in
need of illustrations because anatomical structures can be de-
scribed much more clearly in a drawing than in words. However,
the desire to illustrate other medical conditions also was felt very
early. In the first century B. c. already the commentary of Apol-
lonius of Citium to the Hippocratic treatise on articulations was
illustrated with pictures showing the various methods of reducing
the dislocated joints. In the same century herbals were illustrated.
As long as there was no uniform botanical nomenclature and plants
were designated by an infinity of different names in every country
and region, pictures were a great help in identifying them. In the
2nd century A. D. the Greek physician Soranus wrote a treatise on
surgical dressings and bandages which was also accompanied by
illustrations that greatly contributed to a clearer understanding of
the text.

In the Middle Ages surgical books were frequently illustrated.
It was much easier to show in a picture where the cautery should
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